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ALLEGATO1

Tesi di dottorato: The settlement of the Trapeza (Aigion, Achaea): study of materials and contexts for a
critical assessment of settlement dynamics and pottery production in Achaea during the Middle
Helladic and early Late Helladic periods
Download

Abstract

The thesis aims to offer a critical edition of the contexts and materials found between 2015 and 2019 in a
settlement discovered and partially excavated by a mission of the University of Udine near the Trapeza Hill, in
the hinterland of Aigion (Achaea, Greece). Most of the materials can be framed in a chronological horizon
ranging from the Middle Bronze Age (Middle Helladic, 2100-1700/1675) to the beginning of the Late Bronze Age
(Late Helladic I, 1700/1675-1635/1600).

The first section of the thesis presents the site, the excavation and the catalogue of the materials, which are
commented from a typological and chronological perspective. The data are then discussed and interpreted in
a reconstruction of the history of occupation based on the stratigraphic archaeological sequence

The second section investigates the evidence from the Trapeza in a broader context analysing, onthe one hand,
the cultural interrelations of the site and, on the other, functional and social aspects of the pottery through a
comparative and diachronic perspective based on the evidence from the main edited sites of the Greek
Mainland. The evidence of Middle Bronze Age and early Late Bronze Age occupation in Achaea is also
reconstructed and then reassessed and integrated by considering the new data obtained from the Trapeza.


https://iris.unive.it/handle/10579/22730

ALLEGATO 2

Mercogliano A. -Borgna E., The Middle Helladic settlement near the Trapeza Hill (Eastern Achaea):
preliminary observations on the geoarchaeological sequence, in: M. ZavBomtovAou - E. MNavvoUAn - E.
Zupn-A. Mnavou - X. ManadomnouAou, To ApxatoAoyiko Epyo atnv MeAondvvnoo (AEMEAS), Mpaktikatng
I AleBvolg Emiotnpoviknig Zuvavtnong, Kahapdara, 2-5 louviou 2021 (Kalamata 2024) 129-138
Download

Abstract:

The Trapeza Hill in Eastern Achaea, 7 km south-west of Aigion, is the well-known focal point of an extended
archaeological landscape scattered with traces of occupation dating from the Neolithic period until Classical-
Hellenistic times. A new prehistoric site was recently discovered in its vicinity, providing substantial evidence
for habitation dating to the Middle Helladic period. The investigations revealed a rich archaeological
palimpsest with a complex sequence of occupation, obliteration and reoccupation horizons and a significant
amount of archaeological material consisting of numerous sherds and objects of domestic use, such as
spindle-whorls, flint and obsidian tools. This paper offers a general overview of the geoarchaeological record
of two excavation trenches, for which the stratigraphic correlation is still under investigation. A preliminary
integrated study of the stratified pottery aims to outline a general chronological and cultural framework and
offer a tentative reconstruction of the life cycle of the site in the broader context of Middle Bronze Age Achaea.

Mercogliano A., The settlement of Trapeza (Eastern Achaea, Greece): an insight into the beginning of the
Middle Helladic period in Achaea in Aulsebrook S. -Zebrowska K. -Ulanowska A. (eds.), Sympozjum
Egejskie, vol. 4: Papers in Aegean Archaeology, Warsaw Studies in Archaeology 5 (Turnhout 2023) 59-71
Download

Abstract:

A prehistoric settlement discovered near the Trapeza Hill, Eastern Achaea, provides substantial evidence for
habitation during the Middle Helladic period (MH, 2100-1700 BC). This paper focuses on the pottery finds
which can be ascribed to an early stage of occupation of the site, possibly at the transition between the Early
and the Middle Bronze Age. The materials from the Trapeza offer new important data for the knowledge of this
phase in Achaea, where primary contexts dating to the early MH period are lacking or not systematically
publishedyet. The evidence is discussed in the context of the settlement dynamics and ceramic developments
attested in the region during the late 3rd millennium BC.

Mercogliano A., Il progetto “Archeologia Urbana a Udine”: La ceramica dell’eta del Bronzo dagli scavi di
Palazzo Mantica (2009-2010), Gortania. Geologia. Paleontologia. Paletnologia 44, 23-50.

Download

Abstract:

This paper presents the edition of the ceramic material retrieved during several excavation campaigns
conducted between 2009 and 2010 at Palazzo Mantica in via Manin, Udine. The study has been carried out in
the framework of the project “Archeologia Urbana a Udine” (Urban Archaeology in Udine), which aims at the
systematic publication of the archaeological complexes located within the central urban area of the city. A brief
overview of the topography and the evidence from the Bronze Age settlement will be followed by the
presentation of the excavation context and the ceramic finds. On the basis of the stratigraphic sequence and
the interpretation of the materials, the author comments on the insight offered by this archaeological complex
for the comprehension of the cultural dynamics involving the hillfort during the Bronze Age period.
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Mercogliano A., ANewly Discovered Middle Helladic Settlementin the Trapeza Area near Aigion (Achaea,
Greece). The Materials from the Survey, Archaeologia Austriaca 106/2022, I-XXIII.

Download

Abstract:

A new Bronze Age site has been discovered near the Trapeza Hill, 7 km inland from Aigion (eastern Achaea,
Greece). Ongoing research has thus far revealed a multi-phase settlement covering the Middle Helladic (MH)
period and the transitional phase up until the Late Helladic (LH). Investigations since 2013 have included the
collection of surface material, as well as the excavation of two trenches. This contribution presents the study
conducted on the pottery and small finds recovered from the surface survey in order to outline aninitial cultural
and chronological framework of the settlement.

Mercogliano A., Breaking ceramic boundaries: formation and change in pottery assemblages during the
Middle Helladic period with a special look at the Trapeza settlement (Eastern Achaea, Greece), in: Rom
I. =Turner D. -Filioglou D. -Slim F. -van den Beld Y. (eds.), Breaking Boundaries — Connecting the Aegean
Bronze Age. Proceedings of the 3rd Scapecon conference, hosted online at the Groningen Institute for
Archaeology on 22 and 29 September and 6 October 2020, Tijdschrift voor Mediterrane Archeologie
Supplement 2 (Groningen 2020) 15-21.

Download

Abstract:

This paper discusses the theme of tradition and change in pottery assemblages across the Greek mainland
during the Middle Bronze Age, namely the Middle Helladic period (2100-1700 BC). It aims to examine recurring
shapes within the morphological repertoire of the Middle Helladic painted and unpainted ceramic wares in
order to outline their functional purposes throughout the period under discussion. The ceramic data are setin
the cultural context of several representative sites, including a newly discovered Middle Helladic settlement
near the Trapeza Hill (Eastern Achaea, Greece).

Mercogliano A., Tra Oriente e Occidente: UAcaia e le sue interazioni culturali negli ultimi secoli del Il
millennio a.C., in: Veronesi V. —Callegher B. (eds.), Nuovi volti della ricerca archeologica, filologica e
storica sul mondo antico - Il. Atti del Il Seminario interdisciplinare organizzato dai dottorandi del
Dottorato interateneo Trieste — Udine — Venezia in Scienze dell’Antichita (Trieste, Dipartimento di Studi
Umanistici, 23-27 settembre 2019), Seminari interdisciplinari del Dottorato interateneo in Scienze
dell’Antichita Trieste —- Udine — Venezia | (Trieste 2021), 39-69. DOI: 10.13137/978-88-5511-256-7/32258.
Download

Abstract:

This paper approaches the theme of intercultural contacts by examining the archaeological framework of the
late Early Bronze Age in Achaea (second half of the 3rd millennium BC). This period in Greece was
characterized by major changes in the socio-economic sphere concurrent with a series of traumatic events
but also with remarkable interaction phenomena. The paper aims to analyse the

cultural interconnections of Achaea by applying and testing various interpretative frameworks including
complex processes of cultural entanglement as well as actual movements of peoples across different
geographical regions.

Borgna E. -De Angeli G. -Licciardello A. -Mercogliano A. -Vordos A. G., Natural and Human Components
Shaping a Landscape of Memory during the Long-Term Occupation of the Trapeza, Aigion, Achaea, in:
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http://hdl.handle.net/10077/32258

Borgna E. —Caloi l. —-Carinci F.M. -Laffineur R. (eds.), MNHMH / MNEME. Past and memory in the Aegean
Bronze Age (Proceedings of the 17th International Aegean Conference, Udine —Venice, 17-21 April 2018),
Aegaeum 43 (Leuven - Liege 2019), 329-338.

Abstract

The archaeological landscape of the Trapeza hill, most probably the seat of the ancient polis of Rhypes, located
inland, several kilometers south of Aigion, Eastern Achaea, has been the object of systematic fieldwork since
2007, including — since 2010 - the investigation of the evidence of prehistoric occupation. By using a multi-
dimensional approach, taking into account different but deeply related aspects, including topographical,
geomorphological, chrono-stratigraphic and culturalissues, the research aims at understanding the long-term
human occupation of the area in prehistoric times, starting in the Final Neolithic period and continuing well
into the Early Iron Age (ca. late 4th millennium- 10th cent. BC). The study of the geomorphological, stratigraphic
and cultural aspects has permitted the archaeologists to analyze a pattern of interaction between the natural
and the human components of landscape evolution, on one hand considering how environmental features
could have been landmarks that influenced the perception of the landscape, and on the other hand explaining
how natural agents considerably affected the modes and dynamics of the human approach to their past,
including retrieval, oblivion and abandonment. Following the very same pattern, cultural components could
have enhanced the symbolic role of selected places; more intriguingly, a few hybrid components, deriving from
the transformation of the human landscape by the pressure of natural constraints, could have played a role as
strong mnemonic devices. One of the focuses of our research is the Mycenaean cemetery filled with chamber
tombs atthe Southwestern foot of the Trapeza plateau, which was used from LH l1I1A1 till late in the Postpalatial
period or Submycenaean, while the area was still occupied in the EIA. The cemetery may had a small knoll
visible from afar and featuring the morphology of the area as its main focal point; at the same time, conditions
of inter-visibility with a Middle Helladic settlement located in front of the funerary site and still occupied during
the early Mycenaean period, seems to have played a role in the locational choice. By constituting a direct link
to arecent past, the village represented a major ideological resource, prompting the perception of an ancestral
landscape and the beginning of memorializing practices. Evidence for such practices has been explored in the
archaeological record related to the funerary rites and ritual gestures in the tombs, where some ambiguous
and controversial evidence has been collected. The complex diachronic pattern of use of the tombs, from LH
IIIA 1 up to the very end of the Bronze Age or LBA/EIA transition (15th-11th cent.), indeed offers evidence of an
ideological confrontation with the past including both practices of legitimization through ritual celebration of
the ancestors and gestures of rupture and discontinuity through the spoiling and the destroying old semata
which signaled single tombs. Meanwhile, geoarchaeological investigation opened up a new perspective on the
organization of the cemetery as a landscape of memory, founded not only on the use of semata, but also on
the manipulation of the natural environment. Notwithstanding the usual closure of the dromoi with fill layers
after main burial cycles, the location of every single tomb seems to have been intentionally enhanced by only
partially filling the dromos. Post-depositional natural phenomena consisting of slope colluvium were later
responsible for the oblivion and removal of the tomb from the cultural landscape of remembrance. Natural
processes, however, were also responsible for the progressive formation of a “landscape of ruins”, which
played a main role in the activation of selective relationships with the past in the long term: specifically,
collapsed funerary chambers, well-perceivable in the morphological profile of the slope, could become long-
lasting objectives of offering and ritual action throughout historical times and up until the Late
Classical/Hellenistic period, when access to the residential quarters as well as to the monumental temple on
the Trapeza plateau was still negotiated with the ancestors.
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